
Playa Lake Policy Statement

Except as otherwise provided in this policy, a permit or order of the Commission, the discharge
from an existing industrial or domestic wastewater treatment facility that is authorized to use and
has used a playa lake, which does not feed into any other surface water in the state, as a wastewater
retention facility before July 10, 1991, the effective date of TNRCC adoption of related revisions
to the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards, 30 TAC Chapter 307, shall not be subject to meeting
such standards or other requirements for discharges to waters in the state.  However, additional
requirements may be imposed in existing permits so that such discharges shall not create a nuisance
or otherwise impair public health, nor cause contamination of groundwater.  Such requirements
include, but are not limited to, the prohibition of the discharge of raw, untreated wastewater into a
playa.

Accordingly, public access to the playa lake shall be limited (e.g., by fencing and/or “no
trespassing” signs) and applicable buffer zones shall be required.  Additionally, because of the
uncertainty of the impermeability and durability of the natural clay liner found on the bottom of a
playa lake, as well as the exact location and depth of the underlying water table, groundwater quality
monitoring and reporting shall be a condition of the permit or permit renewal.  If groundwater
contamination from the discharge is detected, a corrective action plan shall be developed and
remediation measures shall be required.

If the wastewater is used for irrigation, the discharge must also meet applicable treatment levels and
application rates based upon soil depth and characteristics, topography, whether the land has been
plowed, crop uptake rates, and other relevant factors.

New discharges to playa lakes not previously authorized to be used as wastewater treatment or
retention facilities before July 10, 1991, shall meet applicable surface water quality standards in
addition to the groundwater protection requirements above.  Additionally, if a finding is made that
a waste discharge into a playa of  industrial or municipal waste (authorized before July 10, 1991)
is subject to the TPDES program, any existing permit will be amended to include appropriate water
quality-based effluent limitations and the permit will include a reasonable compliance period,
consistent with other agency rules.  Such discharges are subject to the TPDES program if the playa
is considered as waters of the United States.    Unclassified playa shall be presumed to have the same
standards as that for an unclassified intermittent water body until more specific standards are
established for this water in the state

__________________________________ ______________________________
      Dan Pearson, Executive Director Date
      TNRCC


